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Bame owner News 

-tis winter on the mountain, and it's very 
\,____,,eautiful though difficult. Getting to my 

cabin means parking some distance away and 
walking up hill through deep snow not knowing 
if each step will be two to three feet deep 
or stay on top. The County road crews are 
working hard to keep the highway clear and 
the County has contracted with local residents 
to clear the County maintained roads. 
Compared to previous years, it is much easier 
to get around up here - a nice change! 

The Homeowners attended a meeting about the 
sewer and its cost to businesses. Supervisor 
Katie Dusenberry, George Brimscoe, Division 
of Waotewater Management and Bob Rice, City 
Engineer, attended along with people connected 
to the sewer and a few Mt. Lemmon Home-
owners Board Members. 

We learned several things: 
1) Due to conservation efforts a "discharge" 
rule exists, prohibiting any discharge of 
treated and potable waste water into the creek 
2) The final decision about waste water 
made was to build treatment facility and 
pump it over the back side of the mountain. 
- The Forest Service, which owns this land, 
1as set a limit on the amount of water which 

"--.,.,may be pumped. The average flow must not 
exceed 12,500 gallons and there may not ever 
be more than 17,000 gallons in a day. 

February, 1983 

Because of this limit, conservation is 
essential and that's where the "conservation 
charge" (Mt. Lemmon is the only community 
in Arizona with this charge) comes from. 
This charge is prohibitive for any b11siness 
which uses alot of water - particularly 
the Alpine Lodge. It also will prevent 
of other high water usage businesses. 

Mt. Lemmon people made several pcinta: 
1) We were not involved in the original 
planning for the sewer. 
2) We asked, over and over, at public 
meetings "What will the cost be?" and 
got no answers until the bills arrived. 
3) Current businesses will fail and others 
will not be developed. 

A coma..ittee of Mt. Lemmon people has been 
created to work with the County in developing 
a more equitable solution to this problem. 
Whatever happens there are - a Federal Order, 
a State Order and the Forest Service to 
contend with so it is a complicated isaue. 
If you want more information or clatification, 
feel free to call. 

The Board Meeting in March wili be Wednesday, 
March 9th at my home in Tucson. Everyone 
is invited - call for directions - 748-1781 
or 791-9720. 

Spring can't be far away! 

JUDITH ~.AXIMOV, President 
MT. LEMMON HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 



Seven years ago, Mt. L;mmon Woman's Club 
began to pl~n to acquire property for their 
Club building. Now w~ are happy to say that 
after thousands of cookies, gallons of 
Mt. Lemmon Ade, cake walks, rummage s.;..les, 
generous contributions .1nd wise investments, 
we did it! We not only acquired the property 
but h.1ve ne.1rly completed the remodeling of 
the Building. 

We hope to sh.1re our Club Building with the 
Community, the School .;..nd .111 other Civic 
org.1nizations on the mountain. No civic 
organization in the community or the school 
will be charged ~- fee for the use of the 
Building; however, when we use the word 
"Share", that's exact]y right "SHARE". It 
would be financially and ph~rsically 
impossible for the Woman's Club to maint.1in 
and ray the expenses incurred by constant 
use of the building. LieDility ins~rance, 
elec±ric, water and fuel are right now at 
the peak of inflation rates so .;..s we w.1nt 
to share our building with you and all in 
the comunity we do ask that you in return 
share with us. 

It is hoped that all organizations can work 
together on general clean-ups, repairs, 
fund raising events and social activities 
so that we can .111 enjoy this building in 
the m.1nner for which it was intended. 

Private p.1rites who wish to use the building 
must meet with the Building Committee of 
the Mt. Lemmon Wom.1n's Club and terms can 
be established. 

Plans are already under way to re-open the 
library for the benefit of the residents of 
Mt. Lemmon .1nd best of all we hope to 
be .1ble to establish once more regular 
church services every Sunday morning .;..nd ask 
that you please join us then. 

LINDA BRCOKEY, President 
MT. LEMMCN WOMAN'S CLUB 

POLICIES FCR USE OF THE MT. LE:MMCN WOV.AN"S 
CLUB BUILDING: 

Any civic organization or private party 
· 1,vishi:r,g to use the Building must show procf· 

of proper liability insurance_ for injury, 
negligence and property damage. Electric, 
water and fuel use must be compensated for. 
All facilities of the kitchen will be for 
the user's convenience but will be expected 
to be left as clean as when entered. Any 
damage to appliances, furnishings or build­
ing must be repaired or replaced by the user. 
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STANLEY STEAMER 
••••• Ring - Ring ••• "Hello, this is Michael." 
111'-Uchael, you have to' come over to our cabin 
right away. I have water running all over 
the basement. It's 3-4" deep and I can't 
find the water meter. The snow is too deep. 
Please help me!" 

Just before Christmas, the temperatures 
soared down to 10 degrees and lower. This 
continued for almost a week. Everyone livinr 
on Mt. Lemmon had water concerns. About a 
dozen cabins had frozen and sprung leaks. 
I was losing pressure and haveing problems 
finding the cabins with the leaks. Then it 
was a job to find the meters to shut off the 
system. 

Some people had not drained their cabins 
and some even left the meters on. Even 
people with electric heat tape had problems. 
In some areas trees had brought down the 
power lines which severed the electrical 
service. Cf course, the heat tape went off 
and the pipes froze and broke. What a-winter: 
Some cabin owners let the water drip in the 
kitchen sink to keep the lines from freez·~ 
This was fine until the sink drain froze ca.uJ. 

caused tb~ sink to overflow and run ontb the 
parquet or wood kitchen floors. ),;,)St cabin 
owners need to check their water system 
before winter sets in again. Pipe insulatior. 
is not enough to keep the pipes from freezinf 
Heat tape is a must! When leaving for any 
length of time, the system should be shut 
down and drained. Cabins that are lived in 
during the winter should have the water meter 
location staked and some type of insulation 
installed in a plastice trash bag. Also, a 
wrench or meter valve wrench should be kept 
at hand so that you can shut off the meter 
should your pipes suddenly burst. The 
Co-op customer is responsibJ.e for doing 
these things. It is not my job to shut off 
your cabin when there is a problem. Soon, 
there may be a service charge to take 
care of this. Let's be conscientious about 
winter water usage this year. After all, 
we do not live in a metropolitan area where 
you can take water for granted. Winter is 
not yet over! 

MICHAEL STANLEY, Maintenance~ 
MT. LJ<.JvJMCN CCJPERATIVE WATER, 



WINTER CARNIVAL 
~or those of us who are ski devotees, 
etter known ass~ bums, there has been 

'----f'ittle motivation to leave the slopes 
of Mt. Lemmon to seek whiter pastures. 
Ski condl~ions have been marvelous - the 
best I have seen in a couple of years. 
There is no greater pleasure than spending 
time on skis on a sunny aftern~0n, basking 
in the mild sunshine that only the southerly 
Mt. Lemmon slopes can offer. 

Jeanette Cowling-Bott, area manager, and 
Mt. Lemmon resident, reports that Ski Valley 
is sponsoring a Winter Snow Carnival in 
honor of this glorious winter. The event 
will be held at the end of March, possibly 
in April, if the snow _bolds. The events 
will be numerous but are all contingent 
upon adequate participation. Prizes will 
be awarded for all events. Adult entry 
fee will be $2.00 and $1.00 for children. 
Among the events there will be timed gate 
races, mogulraces judged on style and time; 
a jump, built with a pond in front; obstacle 
races, that is bales of bay and tires to 
climb over and through. There will be 
ballet on skis and a softball game between 
ski patrol and instructors on skis. There 
""ill be a costume discount - $2.00 off the 

\ ..... /.Lift ticket for the day - for any type 
costume, which must include a mask or 
face make-up or an outfit unusual to skiing. 
Be sure to plan on joining in on this fun 
day. There will be clowns, balloons &nd 
lots of champions. Come one, come all!! 
Sounds like a great time. Be sure to 
find out the exact date so you won't miss 
out on this special event on the mountain 
this wint~r. 
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WATER CO-DP 
One good thing about heavy snow falls is 
the warmth they proviu~ water lines. With 
three to five feet of snow.in the colder 
canyons, water lines in thoseareas are 
safer from freezing. Prior to the heavy 
snows, we had hard freezing which froze 
the main line in Upper Sabino - something 
that hasn't occurred in a few years. This 
line, amon;:; others, needs to be buried 
deeper as the main service, at least, 
should be deep enough to escape freezing 
during the coldest weather. Another weak 
link in the system is the Loma Linda Tank. 
This tank more resembles a sprinkler than 
a storage tank. Years of no protection of 
the interior has allowed rust to riddJ.e 
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the tank. The bottom fai]ed years a.go. To 
ensure continuous water supp1y to the folks 
on the East side of Sabino Valley, we need 
a tank of at least 200 9 000 gallons (preferably 
500,000) as opposed to the 27,000 gallons 
now available. Due to the uncertainty of the 
Spring fed water supply in drought years and 
peak demand during holiday weekends, the 
Co-op is in need of more storage. With 
adequate storage to reserve water flows from 
th,~ winter months and proper water conservation 
practices, there can be a continuous water 
supply to everyone. 

During the last several meetings of the Fire 
Department a lack of trained, permanent 
volunteers was brough out as a major problem 
to be overcome. The general feeling is 
that there is just so much one can expect 
from volunteers. For the most part the 
volunteers are made up of non-property .owners 
who work at one of the establishments. Why 
there are not more property owners involv~d 
is a question to which there is no good 
answer. I am sure that during the period 
your house was on fire, or your neighbors', 
your interest would not be lacking. 

To combat this problem, the Fire Department 
intends to begin paying volunteers to attend 
training sessions • 

The problem with depending on local workers 
is that when called to a fire during working 
hours there is no assurance that their 
employer will allow them to leave. The 
ancillary problem is whether the employee 
can afford to leave. I feel that property 
owners owe alot to the folks manning the fire 
fighting equipment on our behalf. Letters 
of appreciation and donations to purchase 
training films would be greatly appreciated 
besides being a good investment to your 
cabin. 

BOB ZIMMERMAN, President 
MT. L00-1CN COOPERATIVE WATE..R 
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LIFE SAVE RS 

George and Chril!ls Sheldon arc- longtime 
Mt. Lemmon homeowners. They raieed five 
children up here and eent their youngest 

~twin boys through the one ~oom l!lchool. 
Rick and Rob Sheldon learned to ski on the 
slopes of Mt. Lemmon 1 1!1 Ski Valley. Both 

,~:re' ex~ellent skiiers and Were on ski 
· 'teams sponsored by parentsi of Mt. Lemmon 

children. Rick returne from his Forest 
S~rvice.,position in Idaho each winter to 
b~ ·:the profel!lsional· ~ki pa.trol in charge 

..of :the Ski Valley area. Rick was anxious 
· t~ .inform the 8kiing public about the 
National Ski Patrol - its requirements, 
history,, duties and functionl!l on Mt. 
Le:mmo11. I amc.m9st appreciative to Rick 
for hie .contribution. 

"The dev~lopme~t of the National Ski Patrol 
Syitem(NSPS) has coincided with the growth 
of skiing in the United States. The NSPS 
has been provided with volunteere who have 
recogru.zed a need in l!lki l!lafety or winter 
firl!lt aid and who have then provided the 

.. leader■ hip required to do l!lomethin~ about it. 
Aa a result, the lives of many ekiers ~ve 
be.el'l saved,, thousands of injured skiers 
ha'.v~,+-eceived prompt and skillful first aid 
making skiing a safer·aport. 

The idei to organize eome sort of first aid 
group for skiers originated in 1936 with 
Charles Minot "Minnie" Drle who broke his 
ankle and had to be helped down a mountain 
by a friend. A few weeks later that friend 
was killed· in a eimilar accident. The 
Nat.:i'.onal Ski Aesociation established a Ski 
Safety Committee and, in 1938, NSPS was 
formally organized as a committee of the 
National Ski Association, of which Minnie 
Dole served as its first chairman. Tremendour 
growth took place, and today the Ski Patrol 
has ,active. chartere_in 42 statel!I, Canada 
and many f;0re,ign nat±one,' where· US military 
force,s are stationed. The NSPS functions 
side by side and in cooperation with both 
N•tional Park and National Foreet Service 
as well as the American Red ;,Crose, the 
Fed~:i;-al Communications Commission and local 
law enforcement agencies. ·The NSPS is a 
non-profit organizat1on and charges nothing 
for its services. 

The Mt. Lemmon Ski Valley Charter is comprisec 
of 19 certified volunteer patroJers and 15 
candidates, who are Tucson businessmen, 
physicians, colleg~. students and people who 
care about safety in skiing. To become a 
basic p~troler, the candidate must be at 
least 18 years old, must poeaese good 

skiing skills and be willing to complete~ 
year of intenl!le on the hi] 1 training. . ' /---... 
They must hold a current American National 
Red Crose Advanced Firl!lt Aid and Emergency 
Care Certificate or the equivalent thereof, 
and a current cardiopulmo~ary resuscitation 
card. They muet purchaEe copies of the NSPS 
manuals for l!ltudy and training and complete 
the NSPS Winter Firet Aid Course. The 
candidates' winter training includes work in 
each,. of the fol lowing six categories: 
1l First aid knowledge and skills 
2 General.Skiing proficiency 
3 Toboggan handling procedures 4l NSPS Crganization and History 
5 Local patrol procedure 
6 Attitude 

Testing takes place for two days in March 
t.:.overing the six categoriee. The laat tel!ltin. 
stage is an endurance test, in which the 
candidatee have to walk on skis from the 
bottom of the chairlift to the top. The 
passing percentage is about half with mol!lt 
of the candidates failing the on the slope 
Firl!lt Aid and the toboggan handling portions 
of the teet. 

Once a basic patroler, in order to remain 
certified, he or she has to complete an ~i,__. .... ....,_ 
hour annual First Aid refreeher and an arm, · 
on the hill refresher, includi:ng emergency 
chairlift evacuation and self evacuation from 
a stranded lift. Additional training takes 
place for thol!le patrolers who wish to become 
Senior Patrols. Theee Patrole are tested on 
advanced skille and techniquee and ,1.re also 
required to have completed a Basic Avalanche 
Rescue Couree. A Senior Patrol ca• then 
ski at a•y ski area in the region that is 
staffed by the NSPS. After one attaine a 
Senior claesification by showing extraordinaI7 
eervice and demonstrating leadership can a 
Senior Patrol become a National Ski Patrol. 
Pete Krauee, a Mt. Lemmon Homeowner ie the 
onlt activt'! member that has received t'his 
national' recognition and award. Homeowner, 
Jerry Hackney ¥as the firet Patrol from the 
Mt. Lemmon Ski Valley to be on the National 
Ski Patrol. Pete Krauss has been an active. 
Patrol since 1966 and can patrol at any ski 
area in the country that uses the NSPS. 
Pete is the section chief for this area 

Several years ago., the Mt. Lemmon Ski Patrol 
was voted outstanding Ski Patrol Charter in 
the Far West Divil'lion and received the · 
runner-up award for the coUJ1try. ~-



.-· iy Ski Patrol also are active members in 
r-~' ·Southern Arizona Search and Rescue 

·Association and are certified First Aid 
and CPH ins tructc ~s. 

The duties of the Patrol are many. A Patrol 
must schedule to work at least 2 weekend 
days out of the month. They take the first 
rwt down t " slapes (called a sweep) to 
ensure that the trails are safe and free of 
downed trees and debris and that hazards 
are marked. After snows, all toboggans 
are dug out and walkways to the Patrol Room 
are clear of snow. They assist the Ski Area 
Managers in shoveling snow, raising tower 
pads, digging out drift fences and clearing 
snow from the ski ramps. Of most importance 
they assist the skiimg public in answering 
questions, giving a helping hand and promoti 
a safe skiing attitude. When the need 
arises, they ar2 the competent First Aides 
that assist the injured skier, insuring 
proper treatment, handling and toboggan 
transport to the Patrol Room. In the Patrol 
Room the. victim is warmed and stabilized and 
arrangements are made to provide safe trans­
port t_o the valley. The Patrol is the last· 
skier_down the ski slopes to insure all 

··- , er~. are safe and off the slopes. _ 

\r(e :r-ii •. :Lemmon Ski Valley also has Profession 
al Ski, fatro] who patrol during the week. 
Anyon}!.wishing to become a candidate or 
wishing further information, p1ease contact 
Richard Thompson, Mt. Lemmon Patrol J,-ader 
at 32~9725. Since the Mt. Lemmon Ski Patrol 
is supported by donationf'l, inyone wishing 
to donate medical supplies please contact 
Richard Thompson or Rick Sheldon (791-9731.) 
"We are here because we care." 

RICK SHELDON 

MOUNT LEMMON SKI PATROL 
ALL VOLUNTEER 

NON PROFIT 

SUPPORTED 
BY DONATIONS 

--WE'RE 
HERE 

BECAUSE 
WE 

CARE 

3340 EAST THIRD STREET, TUCSON, AZ 85716 (602) 325-9725 

WINTER'S PATH 5 
The groundhog ·played havoc with Mt. Lemmon 
this year. Early eve~ii.ng, February 2, 
it began to snow. The next morning when we 
awoke, it was still sn0wing. In fact, 'it 
sncw~d ccntinuously until Sunday evening: 
of that week, with an overall accumulatioh 
of over four feet. Now, that's a snow fall. 
As the days of sno,w turned into four,' 
Bob Zimmerman in his- jeep snow plow nearly 
disappeared in the walls of snow build:i.l!g . 
along the side road!! that he so diligently 
tried to keep passable. The 111oment cYf truth 
was at hand. Time to bring in:, the heavy 
Caterpill~.r to move that snow. -:Even with" 
four feet of snc:w, Bob, who hai!I the County 
contract for the side roads, kept tho$e· .,•; 
roads plowed. The County work"ed hard 
to keep the hi.ghway in decent shape.. Mt .. 
Lemmon survived what in the pal!lt wo'\lld have 
been an emergency situation! '· ; .· ·· ·~ 

A look back tel 1 s us that the mountain 
was not as fortunate in December ef 1967. -
Right bef0re the Christmas holiday, it · 
started to snow. Wher. the storm had finally 
passed, seven feet of snow had been dumped 
and there were drifts of 20-25 f-eet. Fewer 

lines were knocked kown by falling trees,·-· 
and the mountain was without power for ' 
several days. Trico workmen moved te the ,; 
mountain for the duration. Pecple were . 
stranded in their cabins, and George Shel4,on 
had to crawl on his beliy to reach~ w••an,, 
whe was burning furniture in her cabin to 
stay warm. Summerhaven was locked in, 
the highway closed. Food was running shert 
and sick people had to be evacuated. But 
the residents hung in there and_Jar-uary of 
1968 brought relief and restoratien of power 
to Mt. Lemmon. 

Hopefully we will not experience the devesta­
ticm of the storm of 67 or the floeding of· 
1978, but ther..e is something sp~cial about" •' 
a snowstorm. The mountain is so peaceful 
and beautiful before it is pl~wed epen te 
the Tucson \."alley. Fortunately, we are 
no longer stranded.up here when it snows.· 
Pima County, especially this year, is doing 
a good job of keeping.us plowed out, and' 
as one who lives on a County maintained 
side rn.i.d, I am most appreciative of the 
fine job Bob Zimmerman has done keeping these 
roads cleared. It makes so much sense to 
have a resident plow these,roads, because 
in the past the County rarely, if ever, got 
around to it. I believe that Mt. Lemmon 
and Pima County are finally entering the 
twentieth century when it comes to winter 
maintenance. Perhaps you will be fortunate 
enough t~ be nestled in your cabin when we 
get the next great storm. 

LIZ HARDY 
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The following letter appeliired :in the 
''.Arizorta;'i·-Daily Star" 1ast week~.· I found 
i't t11,be a very· interestifig concept. 
If yo)l, as hoilleowne:r;s, hav•'any thoughts 
on this matter, pleQ.se, write mt'!. 
"To \h,~ E;,ditor: . ; · 

Being an old-timer •here·· in the. ''Cld Pueblo," 
I wbu1d c:.ce.•.:a-g;ii.in likt'! to .-.sk · the same old 
qu:e-fftibn: ;;,i-fby don't we. have a·:tram running 
from,•t~· <b~_~:e o:f -the mountain ·up b the 
ski1'.nm,and Mount;,Lemmon? ,. 

_,. -~hen l' ~-i~st · p-6se<i this question, 20 years 
agqi'T •\-la'Er -fold" that Tucson did not have 
enough·popu'Lation to support orie.' With 
5OO,0C,0pe6pie(or more) in· the ·grater 
Tu'dson':'area/that is no longer true. 

,i.':' I~-~; 6p;i11i~·n,; it is. tlme to have an altern­
ative to £,h;is murderoul!, alarming Mount 
Lemmon filg,hw~y., My; wife and, I J1aye not been 
up,. ,there fen; years because we both fear 
t.~:t.:r~~a.iJ,.. . . • 

Th.ink -of 'the adv'~ntages at both ends; a 
huge, ·,iefty..;"l"tih parking lot at the botto)II 
to gene:r-at"e ·revenue ·-a:nd chalet-type hotels 
wi "th :tresitaurants, \gift shops, etc., at the 
top •. i.WQp;:tdn'td.the nice to have lunch 

,,:'on,M-t. Lel'l!mon whM1 it's 10'ij. degrees down here 
,,.;,' wit.hout •having, to.drive?" 

J ' .... ' '·· :,; 

•~cJ.M~ Parkinson 

You have ~.~eh mof:lt · ~enerou~ in your support 
for the "Echo.es." 1 rea.lly d9, appreciate 
the letters I get about the "Echoes." 
However,. I am in need of a support of a 

~ ,;,, diff~t-ent kind~ :. My•·;~ell does run dry, 
'I an~ I Hnd~{t r\e,J;1y '{fupoSSibl e 'to put 

bift an 11''Edtioes" .'· of auafi ty ~ac'h month 
based so1~ly Qrt my~wri 'contributions. 

.- 'Face. it, I 'm,·vust not ·tflit_ i:hteresting 
,' all \"be tim"e: ·, 'Trlls \s' yor.ii! newsp:lper, 
~nd I am~ giad . you: 'enjoy 1.t ;' . I 'Beed your 

.tr. . _ -~:-· written"; contri buti,,ns· 'of' 'any nature· :.. 
•.. :'''3'J" · crea'tiv~0/" fa6tual, .. his··t'6':ric.il '~r edl torial. 

l represent one po.int, of 'VieW. :;: I wr--uld 
i'lever attempt ;td speak~f)or1 -f:.he Mt. Lemmon 
community ~s a:;whcHe.· . :+t is much too divers 
a group~'' Pleas~:-·share :y'c:mr thoughts with 
the "Echoes~'! ' Don It leave the tli.sk to 
someone else,~•·. ,If JouLdn not. like to:· write 
but do have an-interesting,sttory·or point 
of view to express, just give me a call 
at 791-9897. I would be d!!light..eci tc write 
your thoughts into an artici.e for you. 
Let us all keep the "Echoes" viable - it 
takes many contrib~tors to keep it stim-
ulating!! T,IZ HARDY 

••• " Life is much morl"! fun than those wil1 
ever kfibw who see it through telegraph /~­
wires and 'tjhimfll"!y st-'.cks." "'W : 

.:,; Robert Lnuis Stevenson · 

At"diffl"rent.times in our }ives, we 
appro:,:.ch crossroads. '.-ie s_ee an opportunity 
to m ... k~ a ehang(" in our 1 i Vl"!S t but change 
can be· •. n ,awesoml"! decision •. · ('1 d'l ifestyJ es 
are 9ften dtscarded and thl" new pith is 
fill~d witb:uncertainties. ~-

·1r·. 

Three y~ •. r!' ~go, our ;family t;o.0,k ii;he plunge 
intda flew lffe. As cabin owner~ for·many 
yea.ts, we . had always enjoyed s;pe_nding the 
summerif u:i:t here .-,way from the Jl]adding, crowc 
.-,nd intense heat. :~ach year. we ·r,eturrfed 
to ;ruc1Bdn a Ji ttle more reluctaQt · to· resume 
our.l!uburban life. Extreme, rapid growth 
had turned· Tucson into a city that noi·· 
even closely resemb1ed the "C0w~own" my 
hu11band -- grew up in. -- My· involvemen:t111 in 
community organizations and in the s_<_?hool s 
trying to get ... quali ~·- education for•tiur 
children were stifling~ Cur two.·t.cbild1;'fn 
were not interested in l!chool .;. not .tui3;:,ied 
on or tuJ:1r,d in. Thl"'y put in tl'-t'!it'_ tiJl)e·~ 
Test scoru indicated that the gray ll!a:tfer 
existed but performance wae poor., "; <, ,-

.. ' ' _ _....._,_ 
Wendell had been trying for years to·~t -
me to try a ye.-.r on the mountain. - I l!"el!lit, -,e• 

the change as only a New El'lg1a!}d~1'' ~n •. ' 
But each summer, I l'leemed to be bri-'?1g;i.11g 
more. of our things up from Tu:ciso'n ""!~·..;: :f;ew 
extra plants, •. favorite copper·-'!!kil1et ., 
the electric b1anket(How revealing:!,) , _. 
That summei::, of 1980 was filled wit-b ,, 
7_andmarks. Looking back now I l!hould have 
realized that I had had it! The mountain 
was spinning itl! web on another l!oul. 
I had finally gotten the sauirrell! to e •. t 
nuts out of my hands - ~ven had the little 
devils named. I h.-.d ,canned ov:er eighty jare 
cf Mt. Lemmon Raspberry Jam. W,en,dell was 
insuJa:ting th~. house and p·ouring .~ver cat.-,­
logs -o:n furnaces~-. The d;rafting •table h.-.d. 
been s~t up. - Wende], J had designed a 
wqoct stove •. ,. This must mean someth:i,ng! ! ! 
Cne "rainy day, ip. August, Vvl"'ndl"'Jl c,losely 
resembJ ed .the_ squirrels hurri!'!dly pushing 
away nuts fo:i;<wintn. Ht" wal!I spl,~ tting 
fir~wood J.,ik~_- m~d. Sudden~--Y te threw down 
his'~.xe'1:"new ihto tht'! c;.,bin .rnd excJaimed, 
"Wha''.( i-il:•i'e you•e;ot to losl"!, Liz?"'. (rdinaril 
a per~on·might.·'w •. nt to knnw wl:1at ;her husb.nd 
Wlii.S talking about, but I knew. u had becom 
•. n obsession.with ;Wendell. Ee wanted to---... 
stay -'he wan.ted fo S.A:Y we tried.it inste-~ 
of we c~uid have_ tried :i,t. 



- ~~r a weel(of sleepless nights and inveetigat-
·✓ \.,_.,,, e days, I tried to build a convincing 

argument of what I had to lol!le by leaving 
"civilizatipn" for a yea.r. What if the school 
was inadequate? What if we couldn't,get 
water during the wint~r? What.if I couldn't 
get to,111y exerci8e class three·times a week? 
What if. L coµidn I t make it down to Levy's ; 
Warehouse s·ale"'l.n 'a anowstorm in• March? 
What if strawberries we~e only on·sale in 
flats at ?afeway on a Thursday after?1oon, . 
and the. Coufitynwas planning.to bLast Barnuw 
Rock tha~ivery da..y thus ·closing the highway? 
What,~£ :1,t· starts snowing in the .. morning 
after~w'~rtcfe11 has descended the ~oun:t~in anp. 
he c~nn:, t eieit back up-~ where will he ei;~yf 
Who wj.11 _spli'.t the wood if he is not .here·?:--·· 
What .. '.shalf· 'lie ·i±o with our house in' town?'.,,.· 
What wif 1:::t"do with my /dat~ up. he~e?. " .: 
WeLl., on_e ny on"· all the questions were '' •·=' 
answe:r,_~-~ v_ery quickly.; 

But·· 1:~ was t·h~ ques1:ion of the school that 
nai~ed :at me. the most~ This was really 
ap tinknewn. There was to be a new teacher. 
Nobti'o.ytknew '4j.l1yttiing about him •. After 
conversations wit~ the school district, 

,, 11~¢ded that we would at least register 
:_-, __ )'le l,cids. at Zimmerman School, and if the 

· _tea.ohe.~ .. w~s incompetent· - that was my . 
~iblu~lt. hQJP.e ! ! ! ! I '11 aever forget that 
}~l?JY· ;:i~ij:t,ember morning when r registered 
fhe -kicls. · Hand in hand we entered this 
stra~~ building, mere resembling a ~; 
cab'i.n:..,than a. _sc'hool. .A young 111an met us 
at.the,door, and said to ou; youngest,Todd, 
,nWhait :grade a;-e you going to be in?" 
Todd, who was very shy, w,_,ispered "First" 
"Oh, great, I keep al] first graderl!I in 
this drawer over here!" That was it -

, .\ . .,.llHeatber, y,hat gr~.de are you in?" 
: · _"Fif'tth\!' ;r,e,plied Heather. . ·~ '; 

"Wdttder;ful. . Go make my bed', wiU you? 
All f,tfth,grade girls are required to make' 
my 'bed. ti The ice was b;r0ken. I' could . 
tell in j1,1st those few moments"that I' 

~ bad _found it ( a.s some say) This man 'with 
'his weird styie and extreme energy was 

.. _, ~~ere to make a difference. He approached 
.• teaching as an adventure, and this has 

1_, . . been reconfirmed to ni~· over a11d over again 
:;.r, i ,._.<luring our three years up here· •.• C,f course, 

c,:~· ff you read the "Echoes" with. !lllY reguJ.~rii:y 
; b!'J ➔ tm knew that I speak cf Mr. Art, that_' 
•- ·ame man who was chosl"!n Teacher of the Year 
✓~y the State last year. My chi1dren npt 

only enjoyed.succel!III, they learned'howi;o 
spell it, too. They have both become · '· 

7 . 
high achiever~'.with righ eelf esteem. 
They learn to ~tudy, they learn to be 
responsible and'cari.ng., and they learm. that 
learnil'lg can be' a fantasy L:trip through 
the Himalayas ·,..,.also-known as social• studies 
in a very clev~r disguise. When He&the~ • • . 
graduated from Zimmerman School last JUJ1e, 
she came gift-wrapp~d.in g9od grades and 
self confidence!'!- · · '· 

,_ / - .-· ·" 

I do terid to ramble when I talk about our · 
life on Mt. ·Lemmon·. It--was so di-fficult·for, · 
me to make this change. . Each. year; right . 
before school starts, we have a family 
conference and more•or less· vote on Jhere 
we will spend the year. ''I dbn' 1 t know .a.b9ut 
the rest of you, bu;t•I'm stayi.J;1g!!" ts ny, 
annual reply.~,sL suppose. that my eJ1thuej.ae■ . 
flor the mountain li.fe · haa pour~a .o~t' .il\ - : , ., · 
rty writing in::ther,'-'Echoee'' •• - I hope ·sot! . -
Our family ilf·cfos'~;t.",.. W~" feel ·rt"ady to make 
changes again•·±n ·our·lives. · We ·-feel _s'\,ecial. 
We think our lives are differe:r:ut a.nd .. Jiiike 
a difference. We have made cloae 'f';i~n,ds 
up here. The moUJltain is filled 'With 
diverae, caring people. But· there· ia -•· 
always one thing that hanga over the aountii:n 
like a cloud each year.· , If eJllit'ollll!ent. in ; 
the school drops bdow ei:x; childrel\,' the 
school is in danger of closing. Per.na,p■, 

finally, I a'!I to t.be intent of my message.- · 
YOU, as cabin owners have the· opportunity, · 
to try something:_:tha:t.;Jlltiiiit people OUl -.only .· 
drea■ about. Perhaps yo'u have wondered . 
wba.t a year on tfa1L111ountain>would be like. 
Believe me·, Tt+-e·"fflled"'wltlf'ha.rd work 

1 :~ ... "' ' ' .·' ,/Ji,' ~ ~ • ~ - . ' 

but it is so well ~orth ~t. Your fa~ily 
has the opportunity to really get to•know 
each other. Your children could have a 
year of school that they would always 
remember as special. Your kids can.learn 
to ski the panta ~6ff. a,rr:j Tucson kid.a.. . . .. 
I have a selfish ·motive - I desparately want 
the school to .remain open. I a11 not ready · 
for valley lif,e --'!£8-~~ ye.t ...... Keep yourselves 
open ·to chang~_-•.. T~~e .. J t frOl!I one· who was 
totally resistant to a change in lifestyle. 
I am a conve.rt. I now run to the· crossroad~ .• 
I have only touched ,upon the ■any changes · 
that have occurred as a result of our 
decision three years ago ,r,. I woul.d, love 
to talk with a.:r:iy of you. ' Be ',one wbo .. 
attackslife·iit the c:ioossroadl!I - instead of 
saying you could. have, tell the world you 
did it!_ Life i.s .so much fun when you 
plot ,~our own cqurse .• 

,~!2: _·_HARDY 
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